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Progress of a typical International (PCT) Patent Application

Filing date (up to 12
months from
Priority date)

About 12 to 16 months
from Priority date

About 18 months from
Filing/Priority date

No later than 19 months
from Priority date

About 2 years from
Priority Date

No later than 30 months
from Priority date
(31 months for some States)

About 2 to 3 years from
filing of each National or
Regional application

File application with priority claim based on an earlier
filing: description, drawings, claims, abstract, designate
all States and Search request
£3000 to £4500

Search report sent to client (If client requires advice,
then £200 to £600)

Optionally amend the Claims
£300 to £900

Published application sent to client

Does the application need

No

Please note that this chart is for
general information only, and
that times and costs can vary
depending on circumstances.
All cost estimates exclude VAT,

to be amended?

Optionally decide to proceed with International
Examination

File Examination Request £1616 plus cost of filing
amendments and/or a reasoned statement

Examination report received and sent to client

File National or Regional patent applications in those
States for which patent protection is desired, for
example
US Patent application £2000
European Patent application £1900
(plus cost of amendments on filing, if any)

Prosecute National or Regional applications to Grant,
for example
US Patent £2000+
European Patent £1500+ (plus about £1000 to £1500
for each state requiring a translation of the Patent)
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