Filing date (up to 12
months from priority
date

About 3t0 9
months from
filing date

About 18 months from
filing/priority date

6 months after
publication

About 1 to 3 years
from Examination
Request

.

Dummett Copp LLP

PATENT & TRADE MARK ATTORNEYS

European Patent Applications

File application with priority claim, based on an earlier
filing: description, claims, abstract and search request

Extended European Search Report (EESR) sent to
client.

Optionally amend the claims

A 4
Published application sent to client.

File Examination request; pay Designation Fees for all
States. File response to EESR

Response

Please note that this flowchart is
for general information only, and

that time scales will vary
depending on circumstances.

Notice of Intent to
Grant. Translate
Claims into French
and German, approve
the text proposed for
Grant and pay the
official grant fees

Must be completed
within 4 months of
the Notice of Intent
to Grant

v

Application Granted

accepted by EPO?

A 4

Report to client the Examination Report with preliminary
advice

File a response to the Examination Report

Response
accepted by EPO?

Yes No

Further

v

v

About 3 to 5 years
from filing/priority
date

Make Grant effective
in each designated
State including where
required translation of
application

v

Patent can be
Opposed by third
parties in Opposition
Proceedings before
the EPO

A

Within 9 months of
Grant

A 4

Examination
Report issued?

Attend a Hearing at the EPO and
optionally file further amendments. The
application will then either be accepted

or refused, and if refused, there is the
possibility of filing an Appeal.
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