
 

                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                           
                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
 
 
 

Dummett Copp LLP, 25 The Square, Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 3SL, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 1473 660600           mail@dummett.com   Fax: +44 1473 660612 

International (PCT) Patent Applications 

Optionally file “PCT Chapter II” Examination Request 

Examination Report received and sent to client About 2 years from priority 
date. 

Please note that this flowchart is 
for general information only, and 

that time scales will vary 
depending on circumstances. 

November 2013 

No

Yes

File application with priority claim based on an earlier 
filing: description, drawings, claims, abstract, and 

designate all States and Search Request. 

Published application sent to client. 

Filing date (up to 12 months 
from priority date 

 

About 12 to 16 months 
from priority date 

International Preliminary Report on Patentability (IPRP), 
including search report sent to client. 

 

Optionally amend the claims 

About 18 months from 
filing/priority date 

Does the 
application need to 

be amended? 

File National or Regional patent applications in those 
States for which patent protection is required. 

Prosecute National or Regional applications to Grant. 

No later than 19 months from 
priority date 

No later than 30 months from 
priority date (31 months for 
some States)  

About 2 to 3 years from filing 
of each National or Regional 
application 


